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OLD HOUSE AT LAKE GROVE, NEAR SELDEN 


Courtesy The Historic American Building Survey, Library of Congress 
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More About Snakes 


I was delighted with the splendid 
article on snakes by Clarence Rus 
sell Comes 

As a 
came across a 
lump in its belly 
cutting, out 
covered with slime, winking and 
blinking in the bright sunshine 
Afer resting and drying, it hopped 
«ff without a thank you. I never 
had the nerve to this fact 
I can believe what Mr. Comes 
states. Many will not 

At another time I caught up with 
a blacksnake endeavoring to swal 
low a toad, just about one inch of 
whose legs protruded from _ its 
mouth. I said “down the hatch” 
and did not interfere 

While we 
fences near 
snakes were 


young lad in Lynbrook I 
blacksnake with a 
After killing and 
full sized 


slid a toad 


state 


had no rocks or 


the Southshore, 
numerous 


stone 
black 
quite near 
ponds and streams. Garter snakes 
were common. Milksnakes, so called, 
one often found in cold moist places 
as cocling where milk was 
kept. I wonder why so named. Some 
believed they actually milked the 
cow. The flat-headed adder was a 
nasty little fellow about twelve 
inches long, dust colored. They 
were not easily discovered and when 
disturbed the head would flatten in 
a “v” shape. A hissing 
A large variet 


cellars 


noise came 
forth ty also existed 
Do I like snakes? NO! 

A blacksnake can b sting 
A neighbor suffered from a wound 
for several days. Too many times 
have I observed blacksnakes up in 
trees after young birds, the slither 
ing things watching and waiting 
fer the baby birds to become almost 
fully grown for the 
down” party 

As youngsters we went 
hunting in early Spring 
snakes were out for a sun-bath, in 
brush or bush near ponds. Had 
one pal that could and would grab 
the tail of a snake and with a 
swing of his arm and a quick snap 
of the wrist, snap the head from the 
body. Much was spilled by 
this method 

My last large 
snake was on my home grounds 
Many kinds of birds highly excited 
were flying at and very 


te or 


snake's “going 


snake 
when the 


blood 


experience with a 


about a 
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IDNEY H. Ritch, native of 
Suffolk County and long 
resident at Midd'e Island, 
a jolly joker, a gifted singer 
and a talented chronicler of 
his experiences as a so'dier in 
the Civil War. 

His life began at Port Jof- 
ferson May 27, 18‘0. Neither 
the date of his death nor the 
identity of his parents is 
known to me. He was a ta’l 
muscular man with black ha‘r 
and was still a’ive in 1885 for 
in that venr he became a char- 
ter member of the Srffolk 
County Historical Society. 

As a veiy sma!l child he was 
left with his crandmother an? 
an uncle at Midd!e Isiand. H's 
father removed to North Car- 
olina where rally teucht school 
in Hyde Cou . He died whe 1 
Sidney wa: hor four y2ars ci 
age. 

As a lad of 19 Sidn-y Ritch 
for a short while in 185) pur- 
sued the life of a seaman. Dur- 
ing the winter of 1859-6) he 
was back at Midd@'e Is'and ap- 
prenticed as a carpe cter. 

During the summer of 1362 
at the call of President Lin- 
coln for more volunteers Ritch 
Joined up with Suffolk’s Com- 
pany H of the Island’s 127th 
regiment under the cormard 
of Col. William Gurney of 
Southampton and Lieutenani- 
Colonel Stewart L. Woodford 
of Southo'd lincaze 

While for two weeks the 
regiment with others was sta- 
tioned on Staten Island await- 
ing and equipment 


Vas 


clothing 


Ritch recorded that they stood 


guard “with clubs and co-- 
demned muskets’. In lieu of 
a promised State bouniy, Co’. 


Gurney made a stirring app 

to their patriotism. When fin- 
ally moved to Baltimore the 
were treated to a sumptuous 
supper, the last they were to 
exjoy for nearly three yea 
Having passed two days ar id 
a night they at last a:rived a 
the capital. 

There 


zccording to Ritch 








Sidney Ritch, Singing Soldier 


Dr. @larence -Ashton Wood 
they expected to be invited 
into the President’s parlor, 
where they might perhay 


“suffer the agonies of a pri- 
vate intervie with the ‘old 
man’, puff into oblivion a fe 
“his choi brands, listen 
to a round of his crackl 
jokes’, and t 1 be “politel 
ushered into eezant sleepin 
apartme..ts, th OWNYV CO 
es of which i le doub'y 
soft because a Simon Camero 
John Moi i on yund 
sweet rerose in the pe fumed 
foam of th wv coverlets.” 


Instead, with the “canop!y 
of heaven” for their ceiling, 
“the verdant earth” for their 


bed and a dddy blanket” 
for a covering, the regiment 
bivouaced in field. There 
they passed the night with 


“bright dreams and brilliant 
visions” of the battles ot! 
Getiysburg, Fredericksburg, 
Chancellorville and of ‘“hang- 
ing Jeff Davis on a sour apple 
tree.” 

The next morni: 
account of their 
ard found it had ‘“‘depreciated 
about ten per cent”. Some of 


g they took 
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the boys, he says, had lost it 
all on the march during the 
night and “never deemed it 


worth going back after.” 
The winter of 1862-63 they 
spent in the defense of Wash- 


ington. In the spring they 
were ordered into the field. 
Then began long, tedious 
marches. On the road to Hag 
erstown they passed a sign- 
board saying “Kilpatrick is 


not dead y Ore of the boys 


Lecame deranged. Running 
about the field with his finge: 
pointed heavenward he con- 
tinually shouted: ‘There’s a 
light in the wirdow for thee.” 

In one battle two intimate 
friends of Ritch were killed. 
While the batteries were fir- 


ing in the morning one of them 


wrote in his diary: “IY I am 
killed today, God help my 
mother.” 

One day a shell struck a 
cook house of one of the reei- 
ments. The building being of 
logs and mud, it was demol- 
ished. For a short time the 
only visible objects were mess 
pans, kettles and a thick cloud 
of dust. After the excitement 
subsided the debris in one 
place was seen moving. A mo- 


|. State Park 
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ment later a Dutch cook 
emerged saying: ‘“Vot in 
heell ish de madder?” 

Their leisure time was often 
occupied in fighting sandflies, 
gnats and mosquitoes. Oft 
times the drinking water had 
been drained through the 
fallen horses. In 
Greenfield they found only one 
accessible well of water. That 
was filled with calves heads, 
hens, chickens and whatnot. 
Cleaning out the mess and 
putting down a bag of char- 
coal, shortly the water 
“purified.” 

The voice of the “swamp 
angel” disturbed the slumbers 
of the men from Long Island. 
That angel was the first Yan- 
kee gun to carry death missiles 
into beleagured Charleston. 


bodies of 


Was 


One night came the news of 
the fall of Savannah. There- 
upon all the troops turned out 
at midnight. They gave three 
cheers and the band played. 
Because of the dense fog, how- 
ever, Ritch tells us “some of 
the didn’t come down 
until the next dav”. Some of 
the artillervmen also “ot 
their ramrods fast in the fog 
and couldn't get them out un- 
til it cleared”. 

In Savannah Pitch 
acquainted in the 
with General Harrison’s 
grandson, John Tay'or, Stan- 
ley G. Trott and others of note. 

He also met some agreeable 
ladies with excellent vocal tal- 
ents and enjcyed mavy moon- 
light excursions on the bay. 
However he wrote such ex- 
periences “with Southern 
beauties with golden, raven, 
auburn or any other tresses 
are appropriate for poets and 
love sick swains to prattle 
about, but is naught compared 
to being homeward bound aft- 
er a three years knockabout 
in the war.” 

During the passage to 
Charleston by steamboat the 
men were obliged to boil their 
coffee on deck over lighted 
candles. En route an alterca- 
tion took place. In the excite- 
ment the tall soldier from Mid- 
dle Island threw a chap out of 
a third tier bunk to the floor. 

( ' P 4 
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John Lyon Gardiner’s Judgeship 


N 1799 Abraham Woodhull 
of Setauket was named 
as First Judge of Suiioik 
County. He served on _ the 
bench until 1810, and was the 
third person to hold this im- 
portant position following the 
American Revolution. The 
other two had been Selah 
Strong (1783 to 1793) and 
Ebenezeer Platt (1793 to 
1799). 

The fourth judge in this 
distinguished line (and all of 
these men were eminent in 
their day) was—but that is 
the footnote to history with 
which this article is con- 
cerned, for the man who ac- 
tually became the next First 
Judge was not the man who 
first might have had the ap- 
pointment. 

In December of 1809, Judge 
Woodhull had served on the 
bench for ten years. At the 
time he was 59 vears o'd. He 
had led a significant and ac- 
tive life. Of him, Pelletrean 
writes, “He was a man of 
conspicuous talents and occu- 
pied many positions of public 
confidence.” Thompson in his 
History of Lona Island echors 
the same theme: “He was an 
individual of good abilities, 
and much engaged in pub'ic 
life.” Of all his public service 
none was more dramatic then 
that performed in his role as 
one of the major links in the 
secret service activities of 
General George Washineton 
during the vears of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. It was Abra- 
ham Woodhull who yrovided 
the intelligence in the series 
of documents signed “Samuel 
Culper” or Culper, Sr.” 

Judge Woodhull’s term was 
set to expire in the autumn of 
1810. He did not desire reav- 
pointment. Late in 1899 the 
question of his successor ws 
being raised by men of politi- 
cal influence. In the last week 
of December, Thomas J. Les- 
ter and Ezra L’'Hommedieu of 
Southold journied to East 


Dr. Malcolm M. Wille 


Hampton to discuss the im 
pending vacancy. Thomas 
Lester was a lawyer who had 
studied under L’Hommedieu, 
and succeeded to his practice 
In the legal profession of their 
day, these two were out 
standing and their judgment 
carried great weight. 

On that December visit to 
East Hampton they had in 
tended to confer with John 
Lyon Gardiner, seventh pro- 
prietor of Gardiner’s Island, 
and himself the 
standing figures of eastern 
Long island. He was a man of 
multitudinous lead 


one ot out 


Interests, 


ing agriculturalist, a local his 


Hon. Ezra L'Hommedieu 


torian of some distinction, 
widely read and intellectually 
curious and alert. He was au- 
thor of “Notes and Observa- 
tions on the Town of East 
Hampion,” published in Docu- 
mentary History of the State 
of New York. He recorded a 
brief vocabulary of the Mon- 
tauk Indian language. His 
contributions to early agri 
cultural were recog- 
nized in his election as an 
honoraiy member of the Mas- 
sachusetts Society Pro- 
moting Agriculture. (This 
story has been told bv the 


practice 


for 


oo 


present author in ‘Farming 
on Gardiner’s Island,” Long 
Island Forum, October, 1951). 
In brief, John Lyon Gardiner 
Was a first citizen of Suffolk 
County in every meaning of 
the term. 

On the day of the intended 
call by Mr. Lester and Mr. 
L’Hommedieu, John Lyon 
Gardiner was not at home. 
Whereupon Mr. Lester wrote 
Mr. Gardiner a letter, Decem- 
ber 30, 1809. “Disappointed in 
not seeing you last week when 
in Easthampton, I have on re- 
flection communicated by let- 
ter that which was the princi- 
pal object of my _ going- 
thither.” The “principal ob- 
ject” concerned the appoint- 
ment of the First Judge of 
Suffolk County. 

“The office of first Judge 
of this county will soon be. 
come vacant by reason of the 
age of Judge Woodhull,” Mr. 
Lester wrote. “The appoint- 
ment of a suitable person to 
an office of no incensiderable 
consequence to the interest of 
and reputation of the county,” 
he went on, “has called the at- 
tention of the people generally 
to the subject of nominating 
his successor.” Mr. Lester ob- 
served that “party distinction 
is kept out of view in select- 
ing the candidate.” He then 
came directly to the point: 
“Your friends, by which | 
mean your acquaintances gen- 
erally, on this occasion have 
cast their eyes upon you, and 
feel anxious that you should 
consent to accept the appoint- 
ment. This wish of theirs I 
presume has been made 
known to you by them through 
various channels before this 
time. I presume this merely 
because I know the wish to be 
reneral.”’ Mr. Lester indicated, 
however, that his own con- 
cern was deeper than many 
others was “a 
practitioner in this court.” 

Jud F¢ Woodhull himself 
was agreeable to the naming 


because he 


ISS 
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ft John Lyon Gardiner as his 
successor. Mr. Lester had, be- 
fore writing the letter, con- 
sulted him. “‘He expresses a 
yreat willingness to resign, 
indeed from many considera- 
tions secmed anxious if a suit- 
person could be selected 
as his successor. After he had 
named many of all parties and 
declared himself dissatisfied 
with them, I mentioned your 
name. He approved the selec- 
tion In very high terms 
the result of our interview 
was that if we would assure 
him of your acceptance of the 
office, he would resign during 
the winter in your favor.” 
Mr. Lester then made a plea 
that the offer be accepted. “It 
is a duty we owe to the com- 
munity in which we live, when 
the voice of that community 
calls into exercise for its bene- 
fit our time and our talents, to 
comply with its demands...” 
John Lyon Gardiner was 
not one to shirk a public duty, 
us his extensive correspond- 
ence clearly reveals. He had a 
high sense of civic obligation, 
and one easily imagine 
the conscientious care with 
which he considered this let- 
ter. To be sure, he had 
through two other close 
friends earlier learned that 
his name was being seriously 
considered as First Judge. 
But with the communication 
from Mr. Lester before him, 
his decision had to be made. 
And to what decision did 
John Lyon Gardiner come? 


able 


Can 


For a week he gave the mat 
ter his “maturist considera- 
tion.” Then he wrote Mr. 
Lester: 

“LT received your very polite 
letter of Dec. 30 on Sunday 
last.” he begins, “and regret- 
tod that I had gone from my 
house here (at East Hamp- 
ton) to Gardiner’s Island 
when you and my friend Mr 
1, Hommedieu came here to 
see me.” He admits that the 
object of their mission was not 
unknown to him. He writes: 
“kiom Dr. (Dr. Ebenezer 
Sage of Sag Harbor, then a 
member of the national House 

fF Representatives) and H.P. 
D. (Henry Packer Dering of 


sage 


Sag Harbor, collector of cus- 
toms and postmaster) I learnt 
before I received yours that 
some of my _ friends’ had 
thought of me as Judge to suc- 
ceed Judge W. in case he re 
signed his office.” Dr. Sage 
was a friend of long standing 
and as a member of the 
gress he prcscntosdnt is 
larly with John Lyon 
ner. Likewise there 
intimate association bet 
Mr. Gardiner and Mr. D 
and this is reflected in 
erous letters. It is 
prising that these 
informed concerning the 
sibility of a judg 7 for 
John Lyon Gardiner, for they 
were central in all politica! 
discussions involving the East 
Hampton region 

Mr. Gardiner 
letter to Mr. Lester: 


more 


Con 
regu- 
Gardi 
Was an 
ween 
ring, 
num- 
Sur- 
were 


not 
two 


pos- 


continues his 
**No per- 
grateful 
opinion of 

acquaintances 
but do believe 
contid has led them 
too far in mentioning my 
rame for that office. That I 
niay perhaps have’ general 
knowledge of the principles 
of Jurisprudence I shall 
deny, but cannot think that 
my knowledge of the Statutes 
of this State, or acquaintance 
with the forms of the Courts 
can justify me to myself or 
best friends in accepting that 
oftice, and I know very well 

( 


son can have a 
sense of the good 
friends and 
than I have 
their 


not 
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A few weeks ago Mrs. Helen 
Woodman Harris _ ot 
Amityville gave me a photo 
graph of Hemlock Inlet. It 
had been taken during the 
first decade of this century 
and showed a run of water be 
tween two sloping, sandy 
banks. A made its 
way in. Unfortunately, the 
print was not sufficiently 
clear to be used here. 
Hemlock Inlet seems te 


sailboat 


have a haze of mystery and 
romance about it possibly duc 
sland’; 


site of 


to the name. Long 
outer beach at the 
Hemlock Inlet had been called 
Hemlock Beach although mn 
hemlock tree had ever been 
seen to grow there. Nearby 
Cedar Beach, of course, ha. 
plenty of native cedar as does 
the entire barrier beach. But 
a beach with hemlocks seems 
to appeal to the imagination 
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South Shore Inlets 


Julian D 


§ \ 


Same as does a 


much the 
beach with a sunken forest. 
Hemlock li came and 
went in typical Long Island 
fashion. It acted like countles 
Long [sland inlets have done 
In our day know 
thing about life 
let whereas ‘lier 
might have 
with very few 
the wiser. Mi 
foot on the beach where in my 
father’s 
score walked 
There are few 
marvel at the coming and go 
ing of an inlet. It is a demo: 
stration of th force and 
power in water, a working of 
nature, which we comprehend 


some 
of an in 
an Inie 
made and ille 
pe ople 


mons non 
youth © scarcely 


who do not 


and respect. It makes more 
real the Bible story of the twe 
men who Duilt their houses or 
sand and rock. 

Inlets never seem to break 
through the beach on beauti- 
ful summer days or calm, 
warm July nights. Long, se- 
vere fall and winter storm: 
are what make inlets—storms 
which extend over. several 
high tides especially those big 
tides which come on full 
moons 

About forty years ago Ja 
maica Bay has two inlets, the 
Rockaway Inlet and one at 
Edgemere. | not believ« 
the latter ever had a name. 
The Rockaway peninsula used 
to look like, and actually was 
a barrier beach—sand dunes, 
beach grass, beach adders, 
summer cottages, tents anc 
boardwalk. A good, old-fash 

( t ‘ Page KY 
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ao 





View of Fire Island Inlet From Lighthouse Tower About |800 
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Letters From Our Readers 
Continued f Page 
home 


saw 
branches, a 


dense fir tree 
proaching 
ten feet 

large blacksnake with evil eyes 
about to devour a young robin. 
What could I do but get a long } 
dled tree pruner. No, I did not 
it in two. It slid from the tree 
nest ¢ 


near my 


Ap 


f about 


carertully I 
away on the 


nan- 
cut 
The 
per- 
After 
way fish eat 


dogs. My bed- 


1 bird, 


dead 


three or four 


ontaine 
haps the last of 


one 


all, it’s nature’s 
fish, man hot 
room story for tonight 

Let me refer you to a « 
in the splendid article on “Looking 
back at Sayville.” It was Leon F 
Szelgosz not Scolosz who shot Mc 
Kinley “Standard Dictionary of 
Fact 


eats 


orrection 


George E. Hart, 

Wading River 
Note: Mr. Hart, hor 
ticulturist and a charter member 
of the Wading River Historical So 
ciety, knows whereof he writes 
when the wild life on 
Long Island 


well known 


subject s 


“Old Inlet” 


“The Story of Old Inlet” by Pau 
Bigelow and William L. Hanaway 
is the title of a pamphlet well worth 
having in any local col After 
tracing the ownership of what was 
once The Manor of St ' 
Brookhaven town, the aut 
us that “Old Inlet, as we 
now, 1s not an ini Dut 1S an Ir- 
regular four ded piece of land”, 
etc. It is on the outer beach beyond 
Bellport Bay and near this property 
there once was an inlet, one of ten 
such lying “between Hallock’s Gut 
(opposite Center Moriches) 
Fire Island Inlet.” 

But the Old Inlet of which 
Messrs. Bigelow and Hanaway 
write is a which was 
organized in group of 
Bellport residet ided Mr 
Bigelow. The latter certainly 
done a fine thing for posterity in 
helping te compile and publist 
pamphlet 


lectior 


George's in 
tell 
Know it 


hors 


and 


beach club 


1908 by a 
ts who Incl 
nas 
the 
Islander’s Return 


Long Island is going 


OCTOBER 


1952 


more next year of one of its native 
sons, S. S. Conklin, prominent West 
Coast newspaperman and politica 
leader. S. S., who was born at East 
Islip, has disposed of his interests 
in California’s Long Beach Press 
Telegram of which he was secre 
tary-treasurer and associate mana 
ger for many years, and plans to 
visit here during 1953. He will not 
sever all connections with the far 
West, however, as he still owns the 
Lakewood News-Times, of southern 
California. 

The son of an East Islip black 
smith, Conklin began his newspaper 
career in 1905 on the Miami (Flori 
da) Metropolis. Five years later 
he moved on to the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press and Dispatch as classified ad 
vertisine manager, then in 1916 to 
the advertising managership of the 
Omaha World Herald. The follow 
ing year he became business mana 
ger of the Omaha Daily News, and 


Continued on page 190 








Anniversary Gifts 
IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse 
IN STERLING 
Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Tiffin Duncan 
And in Other Quality Lines 
TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
Tel. Bay Shore 828 


Towle 


Fostoria 














PETERS 


Delicatessen 


Tel. Amityville 4-1350 


176 Park Ave Amity ville 




















Evans 


AMITYVILLE DAIRY, INC. 
AMITYVILLE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
BLUE POINT 














conditions. 








LONG ISLAND 


is located advantageously for light industry. 


Its suburban and rural areas offer ideal living 


Independent Textile Dyeing Co., Inc. 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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South Shore Inlets 


Continued from page Xs 


ioned, rip-snortin’ storm 
roared up the coast one fall, 
possibly the same fall Hem- 
lock Inlet came through, anc 
pushed tide after tide inte 
Jamaica Bay, as it did all the 
bays on Long Island. The 
drive of the storm permitted 
no ebbing between high tides 
Jamaica Bay took more wate) 
than it could hold even afte) 
flooding all the marshlands 
from Canarsie clear aroum 
to Inwood. The excess water 
rose into the beach dune: 
from Wave Crest to Rocka- 
way Point. 

At Edgemere a little trickle 
found a way between the 
dunes to run across the beach 
down into the ocean. The 
trickle became a_ brook, 2 
stream, a creek, a river, an in 
let. In time the south ene 
filled with sand but the north 
part—north of the Long Is- 
land Railroad tracks—is still 
kept open and is known as 
Norton's Creek. 
and that was 
identification h 
for hundreds’ of 
friends and acquaintances, 
his full name being Abram 
Bedell Smith—used to tell or 
a heavy storm that lasted sev 
eral days. It would not let th 
tide fall out of Great South 
Bay and instead mounted hig} 
tide on top of high tide. He 
said it seemed like all of Free 
port would go under water. 

When finally the 
moved on, Captain Abe, tele- 
scope in hand like’ every 
southshore bayman, climbed 
into his garret to see how the 
bay looked and if any ships 
had come ashore and wrecked 
on the outer beach. 


Captain Abe 
the only 
needed 


storm 


Baymen’s garrets have al 
most disappeared from Lo :y 
Island homes. Such a space 
Was an architectural feacure 
of the old houses, a space used 
by every male in the house as 
well as the tomboy girls. It 
Was not a storaze place as 
much as an observation post, 
a place of lookout. | believe 
the word garret is of Frenc 


derivation carries 
meaning of lookout place. 


and 


The garret was a floored 
over space between the roof 
and the ceiling of the rooms 
beneath. It seldom extended 
four feet in height at the 
ridge of the roof. A window 
looked out from the south end 
of the garret and had a board 
nailed before the panes at just 
the right elevation to support 
the large end of a telescope 
when the small end levelled to 
the eye of the observer spread 
on his belly on the floor. En- 
trance to the garret was made 
by climbing a portable ladder 
and crawling through a hole 
in the ceiling of the room be 
low. 

I have the telescope used by 
my branch of the Smiths in 
the garret of the Merrick 
home. It is brass covered with 
leather. On the drawtube my 
grandfather scratched a line 
to indicate how far to draw 
the tube to bring distant ob 
jects into proper focus. 

My father and uncle used 
to spread out on their garret 
floor at Merrick and sight the 
old telescope across the bay 
and beach to pick up steam 
ships out on the ocean. They 
could identify any of the ships 
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by the colors on the stacks and 
the general outlines and rig- 
ging 

While thinking of garrets, 
mention should be made of the 
other garret in the old houses, 
the high garret. It was over 
the main part of the house 
and high enough to stand 
erect in. Here was. storage 
space for all sorts of dis- 
carded furniture, clothing, 
and household implements 
a wonderful place for small 
boys to play on rainy days. If 
a house had a “birthin’ room” 
it would frequently be in a 
part of the high garret, the 
part above the kitchen so that 
it could be heated from the 
kitchen stove in cold weather. 
A flight of stairs led to the 
“birthin’ room” and the high 
garret from the kitchen. 

And Captain Abe crawled 
into his garret with his tele- 
scope. He was startled to find 
two gaps in the line of the 
outer beach and water 
running through each. He 
thought one was about oppo- 
Swift Creek and_ the 
other one to the east a half a 
mile or so. Again so much 
water in the bay as to over- 
flow it find a way out 


site 


and 


( tinued on Page 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 


Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Rea! Estate Board 

Park 
See Wiie for 
While Real Estate 
Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
32393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


Munsey 


Worth 


Genera 


Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 


Phone Garden City 7-7200 


Hicksville 
SEAMAN & FISEMANN, Ine. 
Rea Estate 
90 Broadway Te 


Insurance 

Hicksville 600 
Farmingdale 

Factory Sites, Buildings 

Conklin St., 


Fstate Broker. 


See Grey Sosa, 291 
Farmingdale. Real 


Tel. Farmingdale 321 
Riverhead 
DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
ng Island Country 
ng Ocean, Sound, 
Shinneeock Bays 
Port Washington 
Howard ©. Hegeman 
Real Estate and Insurance 
176 Mair 
lel. POrt Washington 7-2124 


x 


Agency, Ine. 


Street 


Freeport 


JOHN J. RANDALL 

Free teal Estate 

Manaygen 
200 W 


Appraisals 
Freeport 525 








Farmingdale 
Federal Savings 
AND 


Loan Association 


202 Main Street 
pending erection of new building 


birst \lortya re Loans 


Insured Savings 
Interest 2! ° Dividend 
FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
Phone F Armingdale 2-0057 




















Letters From Our Readers 
Cont ed from page 188 
three years later with W. F. Kel 


logg purchased the A 
Herald 


aheim (Cal.) 
In 1922 S. S. purchased an inter 
est in the Long Beach (Cal.) Daily 
Telegram, its business 
Manager, secretary and treasurer 
When two years later paper 
and the Long Beach Press merged 


% 


becoming 


thi 
t S$ 


S. S. Conklin, Islipian 


he was named 
and associate manag 
Telegram ubli y Company, 
which pe up with the 
sale of this influential daily to the 
Ridder 
Mr. Ccnklin, who is one 
ern California’s best known leaders 
of the Democratic party has a lot in 
common with other Long Islander 
who went west ir 
attain success in Jcurnalistic 
These include William E. Woodruff 
a native of Fire Place, Brookhaven 
town, in 1795, who in 1819 founded 
the Arkansas Gazette, the first 
daily west of the Mississippi; Pren 
tice Mulford, born at Sag Harbor ir 
1834, who became edtor of the San 
Francisco Call: George 
Harber who 
of Califernia, 


treasurer 


er of the Press 
gave 
interests 


of south 


earlier days to 


fields 


Sterling, 
also a native of Sag 
became poet laureate 
and Charles R. Street of Hunting 
ton who founded news 
papers en the west coast and served 
In the Califor 4 


several 


i Legislature during 


the tempestucus Gold Rush era 

While back on Long Island next 
year S. S. plans to visit a sister, 
Mrs. Grace Broseck of East Islip 
and Mrs. William J. Myers of 
Northpert whese grandmother, the 
la'e Mrs. George Ed. Call, was ar 
other sister 


Nassau Shores, Massapequa 
GILMAN J. COLLAMORE 
Realtor 

Merrick and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 


Licensed 


( ‘om mack 
JOHN W. 
Established 


Large flat 


NOTT 
1925 
Wanted: 
eastern L. I. to 
Jericho Tpk. 


wooded acre- 
age Riverhead 


Commack 99-2268. 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Fstate, Insurance, Mortyage 
Loans, Appraisols 

Steamshin Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 


~ 


Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wvandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 
Mastic 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 
Glen Head 
M. O. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Head Road 


41-0491 


25 Glen 
Telephone GLen Cove 


Bay Shore 


Auto and Other Insurance 
Real Estate — 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 


86 E.Main BayShore 7-O876 & O877 


Central Islip 
ROBERT E. O'DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6217 Central Islip 
Real Estate - 


Established 19 


Insurance 


Blue Point 
FE. H. NOBLE 
Estate - 

Ave 


Real 
Blue P t 
Tel. Blue 


Insurance 
. opp. Brick Church 
Point 901 & 15438-J 


Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 
Members L. I 


9979 


Board 


and 


Real Estate 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 
PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 
889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 


Patchogue 
Realtors—Insurors 
JOHN J. ROE & SON 


125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 


Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 


7 W. Glen Street Telephone 4-1500 


Westbury 


HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 


Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 

Appraisals - In 

111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 


Sales - surance 


Lake Ronkonkoma 
CLIFFORD R. YERK 
ots, Farms, Shore Frontage 

Homes Acreage 


Ave. and Richmond Blvd 


Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 


* BENT. WEST 


Real Estate - Insurance 


East /JETAUKET 
Long Island, New York 
ro Tel. 101 Setauket J 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 























SWEZEY FUEL CO. 
Coal and Fuel Oils 


Patchogue 270 Port Jefferson 555 
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Patchogue Author, Editor 

Another native-born Long Island 
author, as well as editor, was Grant 
Martin Overton, born at Patchogue 
September 19, 1887, whose death o1 
July 4, 1931 terminated a success 
ful career. He was literary editor 
of the New York Sun and fictior 
editor of Collier’s Weekly Among 
his novels were World Without Ena, 
The Thousand and First Night, The 
Mermaid, and Island of the Inn 


Grant M. Overton 


cent. He also wrote a 
factual books such as 
the Day, The Women 
Our Novels, and Why 
Wrong. 

Someday I hope 
Grant Overtor 
told. 


number of 
Authers of 
Who Make 
Authors G 


the full story of 
brief life will be 


M. K. Stowe 
Note: In the July 1941 issue of 
the Forum, a sketch on Grant Over 
ten’s life and work was given by 
his half brother, G. Burchard 
Smith, prominer Nassau 
attorney 


County 


It's Bald Hills; 


Noting a reference by a 
in the Forum Bald Hill, I rise 
to remark that as long as I can 
remember, wi quite a few 
years, the name Hills, not Hill 
It is not simply : ngle 
but a number ef t 
Selden, north of 


Not Hill 


, located near 
chogue 
Alfred Pope 


721 Franklin Ave Tel 


East Quogue 
GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 


Wantagh 


W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor Appraisals 


Tel. Wantagh 2210 
Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 


. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 


Center Moriches 


AUGUST STOUT, JR. 


Real Estate - Insurance 


Street Center Moriches 400 


Great Neck 


LONG ISLAND 
Ailhygerth, REAL ESTATE 
City Line to Montauk Point 
Listings of real estate wanted 
all over Long Island. 

Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 
Lake Success, Great Neck 
Tel. Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 


Garden City 


1! Lk LEY § 


Orriecks 


> HORTON CD. 


** Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization” 


Garden City 7-64 











writer 





Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 
George 5S. Colyer, Secy 

Broadway and Park Ave 
\Mityville 4-0198 








eminence 


Long Island Map of 1675 
Ry Robert Ryder 


John Cart 


Reproduced in Color by 
er Brown Library, 1949 

te 3-16 ine. margins 
Price $12.00 postpaid 

IRA J. FRIEDMAN 

Port Washington, N. Y 
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Hampton Bays : 
Letters From Our Readers 


JOHN H. SUTTER ‘ P p 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

1 East Main Street 
HAMPTON BAYS 2-0420 The fourteentt 
ing “true tales” 

Merrick Island, by Miss 

Strong, t 

TOM ABBOTT sued recently. It 


Miss Strong (ad 


Another Strong Pamphet 


setauke 


Realtor - Insurance : 
$! postpaid 


99 West Sunrise Highway printed, orders should | t Mi 
Strong without delay 
These true tales, like others prev 
lously reprinted in the author's 
Fel. Babylon 266 pamphlets, first appeared in the 
W. E. MAGEE, Ine. Long Island Forum, for which Miss 
\PPRAISER Strong has been writing regularly 
each month since 1940. Needless to 
say, they are based on the author’s 
Brokers thorcugn knowledge of island his 
Babylon, N. Y. tory, especially that of Brookhaven 
town’s north shore where her fam 
ily has dwelt for some 250 years 
The Strong family has played im 


Headquarters |] porsnt roles in the public lite. of 


County Each generation 


Pel. FReeport 8-0899 








Real Estate and Insurance 














FOR has added to the collection of docu 
ments, diaries and otner cata now 

r in the possession of Miss Kate 
Home Ow ners Wheeler Strong. This collection ha 
been the source of much of the ma 


LUMBER terial woven so interestingly into 
HARDWARE these true — vga 
TOOLS Statement 


of the ownership, management, 


Home Appliances ete., required by the Act of Ccn 








gress ot August 24, 1912, as amend 


Ne >. > Jay Aug 
Wall Paper Paint od by the Acts cf March 3, 1983, 


Nassau Suffolk Forum: gue ) 








a 


LUMBER & SUPPLY corp. tyville, N.\ 


The name : 
lisher and 
Amityville, 
on Long Island The owner 
ville, N.Y 

The kne 
| gagees, ar 


ame’ owning or 


Seven Convenient Locations 











more of 


Extermination Service, Inc. ‘ : 
Sworn ar ibs ) befor 
Permite Control, Mothproof- this &th day of September, 195: 


‘ 
ing and all other services iugo C. Waldau, Jr., 
Notary Public, 
hie t t t ) ‘ - 4 

Nemes Onnes Suffolk County, N.Y 
Patchogue Hr ton 4 230 y . 
Swi a lll ewe commissior Mch. 30 
t t ta | it 
I ' I ‘ 2 
b Keoneth Harder Robert Troup 1 
President Vice-President Sag Harbor Fordham 
I would miss the Forum a | 


to receive cvery issue 














very many interesting arti 


SCHWARZ —— to my forme! 
FLORISI Setar txbas Gade | 
PHONE 


FArmingdale 2-0816 




















East Norwich 
tichard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Oyster Bay 592 


North Hempstead Turnpike 
Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Phone: Wading River 4323 








Latest Dividend Declared 
at the rate of 


per annum 


Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 
The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, New York 


Theo Savings Ba 
Western Suff 





Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 














Joseph V. Kelly 
AUCTIONEER 
and 
Household Appraising 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 


Telephone Jamesport 333 




















Long Island Forum Index 


Index of Long Island Forum, years 
i958-40 inclusive About 40 pages 
conipiled by Miss Marguerite V 
I. Collection 

Library, 

by photo 


Order 





f the Seaman 
e, on your July 
i some reader 
on the Sea 
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Island Indians Gfriendly 


I HAD always understood 

that the Indians in this 
part of the island were 
friendly to the early settlers, 
so was glad to find documen- 
tary evidence to that effect. 
On September 18, 1675, 
ernor Andros’ wrote 
Woodhull of Setauket 


lows: 


Gov- 
Mr. 


as fol- 


rec'd 
instant 
(as the In- 


“Gent: I yesterday 
yours of the 13th 
so long a coming 
dyan saith) by reason of the 
wet weather. I arrived here on 
the 9th, and am sorry to heare 
that you as well as the most 
part of the Island have been 
so alarmed upon a false report 
of our Indyans_ ill intent 
against us, which I endea- 
vored and hope is now Recti- 
fied, and all Partyes well sat- 
isfied and queit; some officers 
from all the Towns on this 
side Seatalcott, and all the 
Sachems of Long Island and 
neighborhood on the maine, 
having been here with mee 
since; And although I did 
hope you would not be 
alarmed, yet I writ you on the 
llth which I hope came well 
to your hands and satisfide 
you.” 

The Governor 
tell that he 
armed 
Sound, as there 
the New England Indians 
raiding the Island. Also, he 
had set out on the 12th in his 
own boat and sailed as far as 
Mr. Pell’s to meet the Indians 
there (probably Westchester). 


goes on to 
ordered an 
the 
was fear of 


has 


sloop to cruise 


From there he had gone to 
Flushing, thence back to Man- 
hattan from whence the letter 
had been sent. All this he had 
done, he said, ‘“‘the better to 
settle the people’s minds.” As 
a result of his own observa- 
tions he planned to have the 
Indians’ guns” returned t 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


them so they might hunt game 
and thus prepare for the win- 
ter. This did not apply to the 
Indians of Easthampton and 
Shelter Island. however, a 
they were said to have had 
dealings with the Narragan 
setts of Rhode Island. 

The Governor wrote Mr 
Woodhull that he was 
sending letters to John 
ping, Justice of the Peace, 
Captain John Howell, 
Hampton. The 
however, had the Rev 
Thomas James of the East 
Hampton Church write Goy 
ernor Andros. In this letter 
they expressed their loyalty 
to the English and pleaded 
for the return of their guns 
so they might have skins to 
clothe them and food for the 
coming winter. This letter 
was signed by a number of 
local Indians in behalf of all 
the Montauks 

On the back of the 
however, Preacher 
wrote that while he 
Indians could be trusted, 
other local! white people 
thought it too risky to return 
their guns. The 
idea was that 
should first be 
Christianity which was in ac 
cordance with the King’s de: 
sire. This letter was dated 
October 5, 


alse 
Top 
and 
in Easi 
Indians there 


letter, 
James 
felt the 


preacher's 
these Indians 
converted t« 


In a reply dated October 16, 
the Governor announced that 
his order must stand, but that 
the Justice of the Peace in his 
discretion might let a few 
trustworthy Indians have 
guns for a time. 

The foregoing facts are 
taken from Decuments Relat- 
ing to the Colonial History of 
the State of New York. 


\" 


A SA 
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Sidney Ritch Although the Northerners in that vicinity, as also did 

7 ny had entered Charleston as con- George B. Reeves in Southo!d 
querors, the Courier news- town. 

Following this exhibition of paper said in its issue of June 

his physical prowess Ritch 30, as the Yanks were about 

was politely informed that he to embark, that “the notes of — gieq in the office of the clerk of 

had played a joke on the bully triumph were hushed for gigi, County at. Riverhead 

of the regiment. “It was but those « f conciliation, harmoi:y ee. 1890. By it Thomas Moor 

an accident’, nonchalantly ob- and security. conveyed tio acres of meadow 

served the hero After three vears service in land in Southold town to Barnaba 
Kor four months during the the war Ritch returned to Mid- — yorton The 

spring of 1865 the 127th regi- dle Island where he again ap- 

ment was stationed at Charles- plied himself to the trade in 

ton upon the inhabitants of which he had teen apprenticed 

which the horrors of war had before the war. 

been visited. Col. Woodford About 1870 he went to the Y 

(by then or later a General) metropolis ‘ultivate his Broadloom Carpets 

reported under date of March voice and further his mus‘ea! . . 

6 that instances of want came education. | j rved as Oriental Rugs 


to him daily and hour'y which — choriste 


( 


A Deed dated Oct. 11, 1667 wa 


witnesses named 
were Jonas Heuldswerth and Mar 


tha Thurstor 








he was powerless to alleviate. church 7 eenp 
The tediousness of the long Greenport). There | 
wait until the South and Jeff married a y 

Davis admitted defeat was in and therea 
part alleviated by song in Middle 
which Ritch and George Bb. subsea t vears, taught ou call : iz EXPERT 
Reeves, another gifted singe? many o'd time singing classes ! ou call Hemp 
from Mattituck, were leaders. 


tead 








A dozen song books were ee es ws 
donated by someone in New AMITY AUTO SALES V. H. NARGIZIAN 
York City. A class was formed Chevrolet Agency Pe ee ee 
which was drilled once a week ee eee ee 
by Ritch. Woodford selected || "ms Accomeiee il HEMPSTEAD, 1. I 
a quartette composed of Ritch, Vel. AMityville 4-0909-4-0910 
Reeves, James Henrie Younes 
of Orient and one Van Bus- 
kirk. 




















in waste July the eee WORK CLOTHES AND PAINTS 
from Long Island embarked on BUILDING AND GARDENING TCOLS 
the steamer Northern Light “Ove TYPEWRITERS FE 
for home. Those of the regi- DESKS, TYPEWRITERS, Etc. 
me 10 had survived were t , M » . 
ee ee Suffolk Surplus Sales 
re ae ; SUNRISE HIGHWAY, MASSAPEQUA | East 
MAssap qua 6-4220 C. A. Woehning 

















DRY CLEANING FUR STORAGE 


6 a 
STOP in and let us 
demonstrate the 
NEW ZENITH ( 355, ) 


ROYAL model 


HEARING 
In Stock: Batteri 

















AID RUG CLEANING AMITYVILLE 3200 








Types of Aids = 








PICKUP & BROWN 
GUILD OPTICIANS | 
18 Deer Park Ave Babylon AMITYVILLE BATTERY & IGNITION SERVICE, Inc. 


tel. Babylon 927 


Auto Radiators Repaired, Recored and Boiled Out 





Electric Motors—!\ewinding and Rebuilding 








Broadway and Avon Place Phones 1174 - 2095 Amityville 
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South Shore Inlets 


Conti f page 


the beach and down 
into the ocean, cutting new 
inlets in the process. 

What Captain Abe saw, of 
course, were the two brand 
new inlets through the stretch 
of beach we now eall 
Beach. The easternmost 
came known as Zachs Inlet 
and the one to the west as 
Jones Inlet. Zachs inlet went 
through the beach not far 
from the present tower. It 
shortly disappeared. Jones In- 
let remains open and naviga 
ble, and has moved 
miles to the west. 


across 


Jones 
be- 


several 


The volume of 
and forth 


water back 
through an inter 
may noc be enough to xeep i. 
open. The inlet then fills in 
from the east bank out into 
the stream. This is due to ine 
movement of the tides as well 
as the general travel tine of 
the sand in working along the 
beach front. 

The fill from the east bank 
at first appears as a bar. Soon 
it comes up out of the water 
and assumes the level of the 
beach. By the time it has made 
across the in tet, the line of the 
beach shows no break eith 
in the ocean front or the 
height of sand. 

Our inlets always seem to 
fill from the ocean side, prob 
ably because only on that side 
are sufficient materials and 
the force strong enough to 
move them into place and keep 
them there. Atter the ocean 
ervd of an inlet is closed, the 

emaining lagoon gradually 
fills with mud, debris and gen- 


-~Rockaway 
lantic Beach, 
State Park. 
Man-made inlets fare no 
better than nature 
models. During the early part 
of last winter (1951-52) I 
watched the dredging of an 
inlet across the western tip of 
dones Beach. The purpose of 
the inlet was to divert tide 
waters from the eastern edge 
of Point Lookout and to heay 
the fill on Jones Beach as an 
chorage for f 
amed at 
Inet. 
Almost before the dredging 
of the new inlet had 
completed the cut began to fill 
with sand from the east 
at the ocea~ e>d. In twentv- 
days it had filled 
he cut, the bar had come ou 
et the water and built up prac- 
tically to the beach level. The 
dredging 


bank Point, At 


Fire Island 


those 


iture operations 
controlling Jones 


been 
slide 
oe 


across 


/ 


started once more 
and cut as pre 
viously and in another twen 
ty-one days it again filled with 
sand across th No 
further have been 
made to reopen the man made 
inlet and it contiaues 
ly fill with and 
and will soon b 
At present the bay end re 
mains open and makes an ex 
cellent yacht basin 

the photograph from Mrs. 
Harris shows a typical Long 
Island inlet in that it broke 
through the barrier beach, 
stayed open a time, gradually 
filled from the ocean side, and 
a few generations later no 
one remembers just where or 
when it all happened—the 
name alone is recalled with a 


opened tl 


ocean end 


~ en 
eirol 


tO SIOW 
and debris 


f( rgocten 


oy (lower picture), one of the 


eral wash. It soon looks like 
the usual marshland of the 
north side of the outer beach. 


slight mythical, mystic signifi 
cance. loves, is Dori Bjerkin's se 
All are originals made in 
t the Traphagen School 
i who created them 

in Draping, Desigr 

Cor 


Fall 


woman's 


It is not always that moviag Design Originals for 
sand can off an inlet. In the autum: 
Frequently too much water fancy ped viele tala ar eens 
runs through to permit much rir wc ‘ Bsese ee oe aie 
of an accumulation. Then the = ¢chool cf Fashion, in 
sand may form an show here somes 
beach from the east shore of Yeung lines ar His house and shoy 
. ee the soft petticoat dress, the higher wel ext scuth of Clinton Acad 
the inlet and overlap the Wesi  jeekline. They ae yr ag 5 eticer Ramin iiaam be 
shore. Rockaway, Debs and _ the college cro vecause they are jes that of supervisor. He repre 
Fire Island 'nlets have _ the work of designers in their teens nted Svuffo inty in the State 
formed thus and now valuable 4nd twenties wi now what tne embly during » Tel and 
pro} have resulted on 
ihe long extensions of the east 


close 


eve ry 
of clothes tructior 

and 

Traphager David Hedges 

New York, ( wid Hedges (June 14, 1779 
that combine Jar 56) was as 


o.fshore versmith at 


newest mode 


young set want ! H o John C. Hedge 
Mary Duga top left) chose taf t 
feia it h-style blac 


rties 
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I always wonder where in the 
ycu have again located such 
f interest. All suece 
and more geod Forums. 
> 
t 


eclie H. MacRobbie, Patch 


Likes Strong St ries 
I think Histeric Roe Tavern was 
ene cf Miss Kate Wheeler Strong 
be.t, although they are all so good 
that I marvel at her seemingly in 
exhaustible supply cf material 
A. R. Rumfield, 
Long Beach 








Brooklyn Bridge, January 1899. Photo by Hal B. Fullerton . iw 

sega Know Your Ancestors 
Letters From Our Readers author, wrote: “The Taj Mahal is 
undoubtedly one of the most beau 
tiful buildings every cevised by 
the genius of mai eerie hes. directions and forms, punched 
you approach Brooklyn’ Bridge for fling in 
With so mar y tributes being paid oo rs y ae it ae! quite leaf hinder ( omplete set, 
the architectural beauty of the SF VERGE ANE Sve oe eee 


(ond i} p , Hunt them down with our 
ontinued From Page 

" 2 . F , 
Brooklyn Bridge, First eels Mata 


Whitestone Bridge which connects ne T. W.P for! 10 Generamas, pomgune 
our Long Island with the Brenx, 4 I chan ee 
we should not forget the good cng island Uity 
old Brooklyn sridge which begin ‘ GIDEON STIVERS 

ing with its formal opening on - ; 

May 2, 1883 was for many years Thank You Box 382 Riverhead, L. I. 
the only means of leaving the 
island except by boat 


Sl 








As each copy of the Ferum ar 











As for the beauty of the Brook- 
yn Bridge in its day, the late Hen 


drik Willem Van Loon, historian, Accounts Opened by Mail 


war correspondent, lecturer and 











—————_ ..Open an 
yee INSURED y account today.. 
R ECOR DS oe oy G large or aa 
, . : mm “OR YOUR eer : 
RCA ne pecan an da dividend = stdeadl 
POPULAR a 
CLASSICAL B . . na 5 disse 
CHILDREN’S ay Shore Federal Savings and Loan Association 
ill the speed Bay Shore, New York 
AMITY RADIO 
For Quality Service on TV 
Onthe I e AMitvville 4-1177 























Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp'n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 





POWELL 


Funeral Home, Inc. "oe 


gners and Manufacturers of the 
= ; ‘ ‘ 
6° Broadway Panther Albatross Mallard 
Amityville, New York 
A Mityville 4-0172 
_ Airplanes for the U.S. Navy, the Air Force 


Monumental Work and Commercial Users 
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John Lyon 


( 


Gardiner 


m page IS 


pag 


that my health—which for a 
year has been bad—my com- 
pany and agricultural busi- 
ness on one of the largest 
farms in the Northern States, 
and business in other parts, 
would prevent my acquiring 
that legal knowledge without 
which I could not sit on the 
Bench with any prospect of 
honor to myself or good to my 
fellow citizens.” 

Mr. Gardiner was conscious 
o: the honor that was involved 
and sensitive to the fact that 
the distinguished Judge 
Woodhull was favorable to 
him as his successor. His let- 
ter, on these points, contin- 
ues: “You inform me that 
Judge Weodhull has been 
so candid and even so divested 
of political spirit as to say 
that he will resign in my 
favor—and you will oblige 
me by communicating to him 
my thanks for his good opin- 
ion and for the offer he has 
made of rendering the seat 
agreeable to me—but that 
considering my ill health, my 
living on an Island at one ex- 
tremity of the County which 
would render it unusually in- 
couvenient to myself and fel- 
low citizens to transact busi- 
1ess, that I am unacquainted 
\with the Statutes of the State, 


and that my health and num- 
erous avocations will certainly 
prevent my spending any time 
to impress them on my mem- 
ory—or if | would be 
erased from it—that as I have 
never sat on the Bench, know 
nothing of the forms of the 
Courts doing business, which 
is necessary —besides that | 
do not know the other Judges 
(who are all old enough to be 
my Father) would be as well 
pleased as Judge Woodhull 
with my acceptance of the 
office, and for other numer 
ous circumstances which deli 
cacy forbids me to write 
are my reasons for declining 
the office.” 

At the time he received the 
proffer of the judgeship and 
wrote this letter declining it, 
John Lyon Gardiner was just 
40 years of age. All that he 
says in reasoning why he 
should not accept is true. His 
agricultural and business ac 
tivities were His 
health was even then plaguing 
him, although he lived until 
i81C—-six vears later. 


aid 


extensive. 


The letter ends unequivos 


ally. “I must decline after the 


maturist consideration that | 
cannot now accept and do not 
wish my name put in 
appointment. I regret the ne 
cessity of my 


more on your individual ac 


for the 


declining the 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 
count and that of my friend 
Mr. L’Hommedieu.’ 

Insofar as John Lyon Gar- 
diner was concerned, that 
apparently put an end to the 
matter. 

In 1810 Judge Woodhull 
stepped down as First Judge. 
He was succeeded by Thomas 
F. Strong who served until 
1823 


Deacon Joseph Osborn 

Here is a bit of east end tradition 
During the Revolutionary War, 
Joseph Osborn of East 
Hampton, on his way to church, was 
rdered by an officer of the British 
garrison to forthwith produce his 
team and cart to do service for the 
sritish army 


Deacon 


The Deacon inquired by what au 
ority the officer commanded him 
id was told “by the authority of 
King.” “What king do you 
erve?” asked Osborn, and the an 
swer was “King George the Third.” 
lo which the 


‘My King is 


Deacon replied 
than your 

King. I King Jesus. He com 
mands me to go to meeting and I 
nal go.’ With this the old hero 
or nued on his way 
Uptor 


yreater 
erve 


Downs 


Liked 


I was so 


Cathedral Story 
pleased with Mr. John 
looker’s article abcut the Cathedral 
John the Divine in New York 

husband’s best friend was 

there for many years and 
devoted much time and effort to it 
affairs 

I had no 


were “tied ip” 


of St 
as my 


leacor 


that Southolders 
with the 


idea 
vreat 
Cathedra 
Mi F. St anley Parson, 
New York 








The Bowne House 
Historical Society 


Jucge Charles S. Colden, President 


presents 


‘The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N. Y. 
ae 


\DMISSION FREE 


esdavs and Saturday 


P.M 
Sponsored by 
HALLERAN AGENCY 
Realtors 
FLUSHING. N.Y 
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BOOKS rhe Iroquo tudy iltura fom Masson’s Annual for 1923. Ar 

Evolution. by Frar ouldsmit} Anthology of current § articles, 

Spec i tin 25 of t é ays, et 

le Long Island stu brook of S« 

) are ; , rhree Book Set, by Birdsall Jack 

ad Old Sout ow! el 

Anr 

161} 

ing a supplement to the several Nassau y and of pe : ‘ : 

histories thereof. Henry Cnder the ‘ rld rt ' he Social History of Flatbush, and 

donk. Jr. A.M. 1868 Hode« 1940 > nave ot Manners and Cusioms of the 
i i e ‘ |? 

Records of the Town of Smithtown, = : , G 
with other ancient deccuments of mage - 
historical value with notes and 3 ‘ A 5 . 2 s . 
ntroduction by Wm. S. Pelle a ne ae Se. Lee 


reau, A.M. 1898. 500 pages PINGS “EGIION. Lapham. 1942. 146p 


n: Stories of Old Long Island, 
Pipe Dreams and Twili 


| ght Tale 
How They Lived 


Queens County it lade Times, be 


lich Settlers in Kings County. 
trvde Lefferts Vanderbilt 
1899-1882. 351p 


wn Records, Volume 
ains records from 


1653 to 1688 








Pamphlets by the Forum 


New York Town 
+d ae Il p Isl I, é t Tie Thirtee Tribes, by Paul 
Dy te t tt Bailey. A brief account of the Long 
Island Indians, l 
mode of 
, and decline 
S St 


Socia lies 


of Long 
reference t ney 
neerns. 420 pages Albany 
Histor 
d Im on Loy 
1903 Officia 
haven ; 
Dorothy 
ist 


(out oft 


fo 


nthe 


199 of 400 


185 pages, by Hi 
192% Chure 
of New Eng introduction | 
1934 and Kerr, Hempst 
dition of 200 
The Talented Mow 
rican, by George — by Jacqueline Overton, autho 


Islar ‘ S ar 


; jue 
novel of colonial “Ter 
‘lopment, 1945 rian of the 
Westbu 

Hari 


by Be 
York S 
: culture 
1000) pag ey . , 

: eaml t . . 
~ ‘ et al naff 
Service, by Iv \V 


ft Vi 
I ng Isl db Ro 


tration 


Commiissione 


Nassau Cour 7 i known autho ity 


bered ec ition 


To I d Orient, L. I 


Tsland (ir ( 

by Captain Cl Suvda Five Thousand Yee 

off-shore fis ar xtraordinar by Edwin W. Walla 
oe , ioner Public Wel 


County: President, 
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S:LENT 
DEPENDABLE 





Kioaern Living 


Coaers S) Arcund GAS 


Véiien buying a new house or modernizing a home—more and more Long 
Island families are saying, “Ges cces it best!” That’s because gas is as 
modern as tomorrow. It c‘fors a combination of speed, dependability and 
cleanliness unequalled by any oiner fuc!. 

Siraller installation cost, lower upicep, and longer equinment life a':> 
mean important savings to folks who have to watch their budget these 


days. They all add up to the “long-run” economy of gas... the one fzcl 
that’s always there, wien, where and in whatever quantity you need it 


CiizZCK THESE IMPORTANT ADVANTAGES CF 
GAS FoR THE 5 BIG J075 


Faster More Dependable Cleaner Lower Installation Cost 
Minimum Maintenance Equipment Lasts Longer Greater Flexibility 
Long-Run Economy 





We'll be glad io give you all the facts at our n2orest Lusiacss office, 
or see your local plumber or appiiaiice dealer. 


oF Ar (\ 
+ " GAS DOES IT BEST! 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 











For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


Centrally located on the 
South Shore for Banquets 
and other functions 
Modern Rooms and Suites 
Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1234 and S00 














Enroute to the Hamptons 


on Montauk Highway 


visit CASA BASSO 22 
Enjoy the Best 


Westhampton 4-1841 








Letters From Our Readers 


Your Long Island Forum is a 
highly informative publication 
which I anticipate reading and 
passing on to others for their en- 
joyment. It’s educational and his 
torical value is greatly appreciated. 

V. H. Nargizian, 
Hempstead 


Book Wantel 


Volume Three (biographical on- 
ly) of Bailey's Long Island History 
is desired. Anyene caring to sell 
same, please notify the L.1. Forum. 


Domine Polhemus 


Please thank Marion F. Overton 
for me for that very fine story 
about Long Island’s first Dutch Re- 
formed preacher 

Agnes 0. P., Queens 








Time to Order 


149? Bound Forums 











Jimmy Freda 


t th 
¢ 


Massapequa Inn 
Ss e Hwy., east of Massapequa 
Luncheon and Dinner 
Steaks, Chops, Sea Foods 
I.. l. Duckling a Specialty 
I Party Reservations Phone 
MAvesneata 6008 


Wining and Dining 


1 the Continental Tradition, 
D, lemurely, inexpensive, 
“ be ve toe i. at the 


t “ 


RENDEZVOUS 
Restaurant 
292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 


Phone AMityville 4-1699 
Under New Management 











DINE AT 
FRANK FRIEDE’S 
Riverside Inn 


‘Table d’ Hote and a la Carte 


On Jericho Turnpike 
Route 25 


SMITHTOWN, L. L., N. Y. 














Hotel Amityville 


Delicious Food by Herman 
Our Swi Chet 


George Hirsch at the Hammond 
Organ nightly'except Monday 


‘The Melodaires” tor your 
Dancing Pleasure 


Mickey Hayden at the Piano 


noing vour favorite 


Broadway Amityville ‘Tel. 4-107 














Excellent Cuisine 


Break fast- Luncheon - Dinner 


HOTEL PATIO 


Westhampton Beach 
Telephone Westhampton 1300 
Modern Hotel Service 
Cocktail Lounges 


Private Dining Rooms 


OPEN ALL YEAR 




















Where You Meet Your 
Friends 
Jimmy and Johnny’s 
Bay Restaurant 

Dinners 


| uncheons 


CLOSED TUESDAYS 




















STERN’S 
Pickle Products 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


248; Night 591 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1800 
Factory conveniently located at 


Farmingdale 








Eat More Oysters 


World's Largest 
Producers 
of 
Quality Oysters 





THE FAMOUS 
SEALSHIPT BRAND 


Bluepoints Company, Inc. 
WEST SAYVILLE, L. IL. 











Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Fast of Babylon 


Montauk Highway 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Ie Babylon 480 
































Strohm’s 


1 Mile East of Babylon 
on the Merrick Road 


Specializing in Home Cooking 
LUNCHEONS DINNERS 
COCKTAIL LOUNGI 
Phone Babylon 663 


Mrs. Ferd Strohm Closed Mondays 




















